
 
 

2013 Annual Recap 
 

Major Activities 
In its third year of existence the subcommittee continued 
to grow and prosper.  The 2013 annual meeting in 
January was very active and culminated with a Group 
Session that discussed the intersection of Public Health and Transportation.  During the 
preparation for the session, we interviewed 179 of the TRB Committee Chairs to elicit their interest 
in public health.  Surprisingly, 61 Chairs responded that they had a particular interest in health.  
The results of the survey and the Group Session are documented and can be found at 
https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B68TmMhdV5akYmRyT3F0TWVPbkE/edit. 
 

During the year three newsletters (March, July and December) were produced; several research 
proposals issued;  and a midyear meeting in Washington DC held.  Summaries and details of all 
these activities can be found at http://www.trbhealth.org/ 
 

In the May/June issue of the Federal Highway’s Public Roads Journal, the subcommittee co-chairs 
published an article on how transportation affects public health that reflects the subcommittee’s 
interests.  (http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/publications/publicroads/13mayjun/05.cfm).  The subcommittee 
also established a relationship with the Network for Public Health Law and posted a blog article 
about the subcommittee in August (https://www.networkforphl.org/the_network_blog). 
 

In preparation for the TRB Annual meeting two research calls were issued, one for papers 
(http://www.trbhealth.org/trb-meetings/trb-2014/call-for-papers) and another only for posters 
(http://www.trbhealth.org/trb-meetings/trb-2014/call-for-posters).  The paper call yielded 32 papers 
of which 10 were accepted for presentation and five for publication. That is 4 more papers than 
were recommended for publication than last year.  The number of reviews per paper also 
increased from 4.2 to 4.6. 
 

Great strides were made in the “Call for Posters” process.  These calls are typically handled 
outside of the TRB formal review process and must be managed by the sponsoring committee.  
Not only did the subcommittee put the call together but it had to develop a formalized review 
process, implement it and then enter all the information into the TRB data base. Twelve poster 
proposals were received and eight were selected.  The plan is to document the posters and put a 
small report together highlighting their substance. 
 

Capping off the year, the subcommittee was able to secure a session chit for its own session at the 
annual meeting.  The session will be a panel discussion with three State DOT Secretaries and a 
state Public Health Department Commissioner.  It will focus on how to raise public health issues to 
a higher level in transportation.  The plan is to document this session and make it available on our 
website. 
 

The subcommittee also had its hand in the development of several other sessions and workshops. 
These plus all the others with health implications can be found in the December newsletter at 
http://www.trbhealth.org/newsletter/december-2013. 
 

Future Initiatives 
For 2014, look for the subcommittee to have an active role in several national conferences.  We 
are currently slotted to have two sessions at the TRB Transportation/Land Use Planning and Air 
Quality Conference "Developing Healthy and Livable Communities", March 3 and 4,  in Charlotte, 
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North Carolina (http://www.ucs.iastate.edu/mnet/tpluaq/home.html). We will have one session at 
the APA National Planning Conference, April 26 to 30, 2014 in Atlanta 
(http://www.planning.org/conference).  The subcommittee also has a proposal into the TRB 
Planning for Small and Medium-sized Communities, “Tools of the Trade” conference, July 21 to 23 
in Burlington, VT (http://www.trbtoolsofthetrade.org) for an “Interactive” workshop.  Should the 
workshop be approved we will also hold our midyear meeting there. 
 

The subcommittee’s research group also promises to be busy. Foremost on their agenda is the 
development and advancement of a proposal calling for a TRB Task Force.  The purpose of the 
task force would be to develop a research agenda that would inform the planning, design and 
operation of arterial roads.  The goals are to reduce the negative social, environmental and health 
impacts while considering the potential contradictions and trade-offs inherent in design and 
operation decisions.  There are of course other research proposals being developed and anyone 
with an interest is encouraged to contact the research group. 
 

Work on the website continues as well as growing the listserve which now exceeds 325 
subscribers.  The communications group continues to look to the website as being an area where it 
can serve as a comprehensive catalogue of information allowing for all the subcommittee friends to 
list their activities and resources.     
 

The development of a directory of individuals with Masters of Public Health (MPH) degrees who 
are working in State Departments of Transportation, Metropolitan Planning Organizations, transit 
agencies and transportation consulting also continues. 
  
Further off in the future, the subcommittee will be publishing a themed issue of TRNews in the fall 
of 2015 and there is still interest in a health and transportation “specialty” conference, having some 
topical webinars, and participating with other committees and groups to further health related 
concerns. 
  

The Subcommittee  
The Health and Transportation Subcommittee came together in March 2011. It  has four parent 
committees; Environmental Justice in Transportation (ADD50), Urban Data and Information 
Systems (ABJ30), Travel Behavior and Values (ADB10), and Transportation and Sustainability 
(ADD40). The Subcommittee bridges two TRB Sections; Planning & Environment, and Policy & 
Organization. Eloisa Raynault (American Public Health Association, member of ADD50) and Ed 
Christopher (Federal Highway Administration, Emeritus of ABJ30) are co-chairs. Megan Weir (San 
Francisco Department of Public Health) and Carey McAndrews (University of Colorado) share 
secretary duties. There is also a leadership group that meets approximately every six weeks.   
 

The subcommittee has two formal groups: one supports communications and the other research. 
 
Communications Leaders 
   Phyllis Orrick, UC Berkeley 
   Carolyn (Carey) McAndrews, UC Denver 
Research Needs Group Leaders 
   Carolyn (Carey) McAndrews, UC Denver 
   Andrew Dannenberg, University of Washington 

  
 

http://www.trbhealth.org/ 

Website (http://www.trbhealth.org) 
Listserve with 325 members  
Twitter following (@TRBhealth)  
Facebook group 
(www.facebook.com/groups/trbhealt
handtransportation) 
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