SAFETEA-LU Implementation – US DOT Regulations, Guidance and Notices – Compiled by Parsons Brinckerhoff*





as of May 31, 2006   
(new items are marked in red) **

FHWA:

1. 9/2/05 – Interim Guidance for Implementing SAFETEA-LU Provisions on Planning, Environment & Air Quality for FHWA Authorities   http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/hep/igslpfa.htm
2. 9/2/05 – Interim Guidance for Implementing SAFETEA-LU Provisions on Planning, Environment & Air Quality for Joint FHWA/FTA Authorities    http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/hep/igslpja.htm
3. 10/19/05 – Federal Register Notice – Participation in the SAFETEA-LU Transportation Technology Innovation & Demonstration Program (related to ITS)    http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/01jan20051800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2005/pdf/05-20870.pdf
4. 12/23/05 – Implementing Guidance on High Priority Projects – Funding, Federal Share, Eligibility, Flexibility, and Transferability.  Related to Section 1702 earmarked highway projects.   http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/programadmin/122305.cfm 
5. 12/1/05 – Interim Guidance on the Use of Limitation on Claims Notices (related to environmental streamlining)    http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/hep/intgui_limclms.htm
6. 12/8/05 – Guidance on Transition and Implementation of SAFETEA-LU Planning Provisions http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/hep/planningtransition.htm
7. 12/8/05 – Guidance on Project Financial Plan Requirements    http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/programadmin/mega/120805.cfm
8. 12/13/05 – Guidance for Determining De Minimis Impacts to Section 4(f) Resources (related to environmental streamlining)     http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/hep/guidedeminimis.htm
9. 12/30/05 – Federal Register Notice – Implementation of the Highways for Life Pilot Program    http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/01jan20051800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2005/pdf/E5-8107.pdf
10. 1/5/06 – Federal Register Notice – Applications for Authority for Tax Exempt Financing of Highway Projects and Rail-Truck Transfer Facilities    http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/01jan20061800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2006/pdf/E5-8306.pdf
11. 1/6/06 – Federal Register Notice – Opportunities for State and Other Qualifying Agencies to Gain Authority to Toll Facilities Constructed Using Federal Funds    http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/01jan20061800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2006/pdf/E6-13.pdf
12. 1/6/06 – Federal Register Notice – Value Pricing Pilot Program Participation    http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/01jan20061800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2006/pdf/E6-12.pdf
13. 1/13/06 – Guidance for Applying the 4(f) Exemption for the Interstate Highway System plus Attachment containing Questions and Answers on the Section 6007 Exemption of the Interstate System   http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/hep/interstate4f.htm
14. 1/27/06 – Interim Guidance on Major Projects.  Related to Section 1904 (a) requirements for major projects over $500M, including Project Management Plans (PMPs)   http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/programadmin/mega/012706.cfm
15. 2/1/06 – Guidance on the Coordinated Border Infrastructure Program.  Related to Section 1303  http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/planning/sec1303.htm
16. 2/3/06 – Guidance on Transportation Improvement Projects.  Related to Section 1934 which earmarks 466 specific projects http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/programadmin/020306.cfm 

17. 2/14/06 – Interim Guidance for Implementing the Transportation Conformity Provisions.  Related to Section 6011.  Issued jointly with EPA.  Relates to S-LU changes to the Clean Air Act’s transportation conformity provisions.   http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/conformity/sec6011guidmemo.htm
18. 2/24/06 – FHWA/FTA – Preliminary Guidance on Annual Listing of Obligated Projects.  Related to Section 6001.    http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/hep/annuallistemail.htm
19. 3/1/06 – Federal Register Notice – Surface Transportation Environment and Planning Cooperative Research Program (STEP) – Request for Comments.  Related to Section 5207 which provides $16.87M per year to implement this new cooperative research program.    http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/01jan20061800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2006/pdf/E6-2829.pdf
20. 3/8/06 – Interagency Guidance: Transportation Funding for Federal Agency Coordination Associated with Environmental Streamlining Activities.  Related to Section 6002.  The guidance outlines new flexibility for state transportation agencies to use federal transportation funds for planning and other activities to improve timeliness of project reviews conducted by outside agencies.     http://www.environment.fhwa.dot.gov/strmlng/igdocs/index.asp
21. 4/4/06 – Guidance on the State Assumption of Responsibility for Categorical Exclusions.  The guidance includes the template MOU to implement Sec. 6004 related to state assumption of exclusions.  http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/hep/6004memo.htm     
22. 4/5/06 – Federal Register Notice – Notice of Proposed Rulemaking and request for comments on the Surface Transportation Project Delivery Pilot Program related to Sec. 6005 which establishes a five state pilot program for states to assume federal responsibilities for reviewing environmental impacts of highway projects.  http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/01jan20061800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2006/pdf/E6-4911.pdf 
23. 5/2/06 – SAFETEA-LU Deadline for New Planning Requirements – Issued jointly by FHWA and FTA.  Additional information regarding implementing Sections 3006 and 6001 related to new requirements for statewide and metropolitan planning and meeting the July 7, 2006 implementation deadline.  http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/hep/plandeadline.htm 
24. 5/4/06 – Federal Register Notice - Notice and Request for Comments on the SAFETEA-LU Section 1201 Real-Time System Management Information Program.  This section requires the USDOT Secretary to establish such a program to provide in all states the capability to monitor, in real time, the traffic and travel conditions of all major highways and then share that information.  Comments are due by July 3. http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/01jan20061800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2006/pdf/E6-6741.pdf
25. 5/25/06 – Federal Register Notice on Implementation of the Highways for LIFE Pilot Program.  This notice is a follow up to a December 30, 2005 notice regarding this program established in Sections 1101 and 1502 of SAFETEA-LU.  The purpose of the Hfl Pilot Program is to accelerate the rate of adoption of innovations and technology in an effort to improve safety and reduce congestion.  http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/01jan20061800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2006/pdf/E6-7954.pdf
26. 5/25/06 – Federal Register Notice – Notice of Proposed Rulemaking and Request for Comments on SAFETEA-LU Section 1503 related to Design-Build Contracting.  The proposed regs reflect the statutory requirement that FHWA not preclude state DOTs from issuing RFP documents, awarding contracts, and issuing NTPs for PE work prior to the conclusion of the NEPA process. Comments are due by July 24.  http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/01jan20061800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2006/pdf/E6-8002.pdf 
FTA:

1. 11/21/05 – Federal Register Notice – Statement of Implementation of Notice and Comment Procedures for Documents Imposing Binding Obligations    http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/01jan20051800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2005/pdf/05-22950.pdf
2. 11/30/05 – Federal Register Notice – Notice for Comment: Transit Program Changes, Authorized Funding Levels and Implementation of SAFETEA-LU   http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/01jan20051800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2005/pdf/05-23322.pdf
3. 1/19/06 – Federal Register Notice – Notice of Availability of Guidance on New Starts Policies and Procedures and Requests for Comments (due March 10)    http://www.fta.dot.gov/documents/NS_Policy_Guide_Final_Draft.doc
4. 1/30/06 – Federal Register Notice – Advanced Notice of Proposed Rulemaking – Major Capital Investment Projects – Small Starts Program (due March 10)    http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/01jan20061800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2006/pdf/06-870.pdf
5. 1/31/06 – Federal Register Notice – Notice of Guidance on Joint Development projects and request for comments     http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/01jan20061800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2006/pdf/06-871.pdf.  Supplemental request for comments issued in Federal Register of March 28.  Date for comments extended to April 27, 2006. http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/01jan20061800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2006/pdf/E6-4441.pdf 
6. 3/15/06 – Federal Register Notice – Elderly Individuals and Individuals with Disabilities, Job Access and Reverse Commute, New Freedom Programs and Coordinated Public Transit-Human Services Transportation Plans Interim Guidance for FY’06 Implementation and Notice and Request for Comments for FY’07 Implementation.  http://dmses.dot.gov/docimages/p84/389836.pdf   Original comment deadline extended 30 days until May 22.  
7. 3/22/06 – Federal Register Notice -- Public-Private Partnership Pilot Program - notice, solicitation of comments and preliminary expressions of interest.  http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/01jan20061800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2006/pdf/06-2744.pdf 

8. 3/23/06 – Federal Register Notice – Solicitation of Proposals for Funding through the Alternative Transportation in Parks and Public Lands Program – Notice of Funding Availability.  Related to SAFETEA-LU Section 3021.  Proposals for funding must be submitted to FTA by May 5, 2006.   http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/01jan20061800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2006/pdf/E6-4208.pdf 

9. 5/22/06 – Federal Register Notice – Notice of Availability of the Final Guidance on New Starts Policies and Procedures, Updated Reporting Instructions, and New Starts Rating and Evaluation Process.  The new policies are effective as of May 22, 2006.  The policy guidance was initially issued on January 19 for public comment.  http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/01jan20061800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2006/pdf/E6-7781.pdf 
*- Items noted as having appeared in the Federal Register in 2005 can be accessed at   http://www.access.gpo.gov.su_docs/fedreg/frcont05.html
- Items in the 2006 Federal Register can be accessed at   http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs.fedreg/frcont06.html
- Items not appearing the Federal Register can generally be accessed through the FHWA SAFETEA-LU website  http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/safetealu/index.htm  in the Cross Reference Section or directly through   www.fhwa.dot.gov/safetealu/reference.htm  

- FTA guidance is generally available on the FTA SAFETEA-LU website at   http://www.fta.dot.gov/17003_ENG_HTML.htm  or on the APTA website at   http://www.apta.com/government_affairs/safetea_lu/rulemaking_page.cfm  
- Many planning and environmental related items can also be found at   http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/hep/legreg.htm
- The US DOT regulatory docket where comments to the Federal Register notices can be submitted and where comments submitted by others can be read is located at   http://dms.dot.gov/search/searchFormSimple.cfm
** - This list does not necessarily include all SAFETEA-LU implementation guidance issued, but rather focuses primarily on FHWA and FTA implementation guidance related to planning, design, engineering and construction issues.   

