Agenda – Data Section Executive Board
Wednesday, January 25, 2006, 2:30 PM - 4:00 PM, Hilton, Georgetown East

Participating
Members: Alan E. Pisarski, Thomas Bolle, Ed Christopher, C. Douglass Couto, Michael S. Griffith, Patricia S. Hu, Jonette R. Kreideweis, Michael A. Manore, Harvey J. Miller, N. B. "Ben" Nelson, III, Benjamin J. Ritchey, Reginald R. Souleyrette, Gary S. Spring, Anita Vandervalk-Ostrander, Johanna P. Zmud, Thomas M. Palmerlee
Subcommittee Chairs: James Hall (Research), Frances Harrison (Metadata)
Transportation Information Needs Assessment 

Mark Norman has asked all committees set aside at least 15 minutes during committee meeting to discuss these questions:  

1. What are the key unmet transportation information needs for you and/or those you work with or support?  “Unmet Needs” are defined as (1) not currently available or accessible or (2) not of the quality needed to support design, operation, priority, policy or planning decisions.

2. What are the likely sources of this information? Include both public sector and private sector sources.  Note that we consider data to be raw measures, whereas information is data that is processed to make it useful in planning and decision making.

A major reason to inform the Transportation Information Needs Assessment that will ultimately be conducted by the Studies and Information Services Division.  A working group has been set up to coordinate the Technical Activities Division activities. See the working group below.  
This activity presents a tremendous opportunity for the Section to set its own agenda and influence the data agenda 
Critical and Cross-cutting Issues
The Section set the following section critical and cross-cutting issues in the summer of 2004.  Many of the activities of the section and its committees have related to these.  Now that TRB has revised its issues and the Technical Activities Division has asked committees and sections to “review latest version (see attachment) and address appropriate issues as part of committee’s future plans and activities.”  With the Information Needs Assessment plus the Data Requirements in Transportation Reauthorization Legislation Conference, now is the time to recalibrate to Section’s strategic issues.  
Data Section Critical and Cross-cutting Issues

· Data Stewardship – embracing meta-data concerns but also the broader topic of sustaining the system.

· Security – both data regarding National Security concerns and the security of our data systems.

· Adequate Program Funding – embracing the nature of data collection costs and the range of funding resources available.

· Organization Integration – this reacts to the need for greater use of joint approaches among differing levels of government and the private sector to meet the challenges of emerging data needs.

· Data for Reauthorization – as reauthorization moves forward an almost endless array of new tasks and concerns arise re data needs.

· Defining the Federal Role – this is obviously linked to several if not all of the other issues; but it needs addressing directly.  The present key question that resurrects this issue is the pressures for federal freight data to meet local needs.  We are singularly equipped to address these questions.

Appendices

TRB Critical Issues

..\..\..\..\AM06\Critical Issues 12-30-05.pdf
Rotations

	Due 2006
	
	
	Due

	
	ABJ90
	Freight Transportation Data
	1-Mar-06


2006 Schedule for Triennial Self Evaluations (TSEs)

	Date
	Unit Responsible
	Action

	December 1
	Committee Chair (or sub- committee)
	Submit draft TSE with Annual Reports attached (including preliminary Annual Report for third year) to Committee members for review

	January 
	Committee
	Discuss and Revise draft TSE.

	April 15
	Committee
	Complete TSE report with attached Annual reports and submit to Section Chair and staff, who forward to Group subcommittee 

	May 15
	Group Subcommittee
	Review TSE reports, interact with Section Chair, identify opportunities and gaps that call for action on critical and cross-cutting issues.

	June 1
	Group Subcommittee
	Provide summary report of TSE key issues to Group, recommending actions related to committees and actions related to critical and cross-cutting issues identified in TSE reviews.

	July 9, San Diego
	Group Chair
	Discussion with Group Executive Board at Midyear Group Meeting and decide on on opportunities and modifications to the Group strategic and action plans . 

	September
	Group Chair
	Provide summary report of TSEs to Technical Activities Council Chair and TRB staff as needed

	January
	Technical Activities Council
	Review and take action as needed.


All ABJ00 committees have TSEs due April, 2006 except the following, who submitted in 2005.  See below 

	Due March, 2008

	ABJ10
	National Transportation Data Requirements and Programs

	ABJ20
	Statewide Transportation Data and Information Systems

	ABJ30
	Urban Transportation Data and Information Systems

	ABJ40
	Travel Survey Methods

	ABJ70
	Artificial Intelligence and Advanced Computing Applications


Midyear Meetings

	ABC40
	AASHTO Asset Mgt
	Travers City, MI
	July 18-19, 2006

	ABG40
	Technology Transfer Symposium
	St. Petersburg
	July 30-31, 2006

	ABJ00
	No meeting planned
	
	

	ABJ10
	NATMEC
	Minneapolis
	June 4-7, 2006

	ABJ20
	NATMEC
	Minneapolis
	June 4-7, 2006

	ABJ25T
	NATMEC
	Minneapolis
	June 4-7, 2006

	ABJ30
	NATMEC
	Minneapolis
	June 4-7, 2006

	ABJ40
	NATMEC
	Minneapolis
	June 4-7, 2006

	ABJ50
	AASHTO Info Systems Cf
	Ft Worth
	June 4-7, 2006

	ABJ60
	
	
	

	ABJ70
	
	
	

	ABJ80
	
	
	

	ABJ90
	TRB Summer Conference
	San Diego
	July 9-11, 2006

	ABJ95T
	Visualization in the Changing Transportation World
	Denver
	April 25-28, 2006


Working Group for the Transportation Information Needs Assessment 

Thomas Bolle, RITA

Michael Bronzini, George Mason University

Ed Christopher, FHWA

Doug Couto, State of Michigan

James Hall, University of Illinois

Patricia Hu, Oak Ridge National Lab

Barna Juhasz, FHWA

Jonette Kreideweis, Minnesota DOT

Ysela Llort, Florida DOT

Tim Lomax, TTI
Harvey Miller, University of Utah

Alan Pisarski, Consultant

Nancy Ross, New York DOT

Rolf  Schmitt, FHWA

Joe Schofer, Northwestern University

Bob Scopatz, Data Nexus,  Inc.
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