From Tom Palmerlee

The latest version of the TRB Technical Activities Leadership Guide (see attachment, and also available at http://gulliver.trb.org/publications/dva/DivAGuide.doc. It asks committees to address several items.

1.      TRB Critical Issues in Transportation: Review latest version (and address appropriate issues as part of committee’s future plans and activities

2.      TRB and Technical Activities Division Strategic Plan: Encourage your members to respond to upcoming solicitations for input

3.      Transportation Information Needs Assessment: Devote 15 minutes at your meeting to discussing the questions distributed

4.      Diversity: Consider ways that participation of young and diverse individuals in your committee can be facilitated

Wootan Award. This is an award, selected by our group, for the outstanding annual paper published in the field of transportation policy and organization.  Data and information systems are relevant topics.  Last year we nominated no papers.  While nominations are due by April 1, now is the time to consider candidates, while paper review is fresh on your mind. 

My staff report this year will be the Data Section Report.

New Meetings.  Planning for two new meetings is just getting started and these are noted in the Data Section Report.  

·       Challenges of Data for Performance Measures Workshop, before the TRB Summer Conference, will be a small event focusing on improved communication and understanding between performance measures users and data producers.

·       Research Initiatives in Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) Conference, sponsored by RITA’s Research, Development and Technology (RDT), will serve as a forum for research on the application of RFID technologies in transportation.  It is planned for the fall, 2006 in Washington, DC.

