TRB Data and Information Systems Section Retreat

The TRB Data and Information Systems Section is composed of 11 committees and one task force.  The missions of these units range from a focus on transportation data and data-related research to the development and application of information systems and technologies for transportation.   This Section is among the larger and more diverse among the TRB Groups.  While all committees within the Section share some commonality of mission, the challenges and our ability to meet them varies greatly.  To be effective, the Section needs to work together.  We need to strengthen our individual and collective effectiveness at identifying and advocating for data and information research needs.  And, we can do it through a more coordinated, cohesive and collective effort.  It is to this end that we are bringing the committee chairs together for a retreat. 
Purpose

A retreat is planned for the Section’s leadership to develop a shared 3-5 year vision for identifying transportation data and information system needs, opportunities, and actions, and to clarify how our committees can - individually or jointly - best advance that shared vision and communicate its value to others in the profession and to policymakers.  Today’s complex transportation challenges are substantial and varied, requiring integrated and coordinated responses to meet the information needs for effective planning and policy making; fragmentation of data sources and information systems has been a barrier to good transportation planning and management.
This retreat will provide an opportunity for seasoned committee chairs to share experiences and wisdom for defining and carrying out committee missions.  For new chairs, it will be an opportunity to understand the interrelationships among the committees, and to identify ways to focus committee activities.  For all participants, the retreat will help define the Data Section and its committees as the focal point for data issues for the larger TRB community, and as a source of leadership and support for transportation data programs, analysis tools, applications, and idea sharing.  When the retreat is over, we expect to have produced a focused vision of the collective needs, issues and concerns of committees within the Section, along with strategies and best practices for communicating the value of committee activities.

Participants

· Data section committees (chairs or representatives)

· At-large Data Section members and friends (e.g., AASHTO)

Meeting Objectives

· To provide a forum for discussion and selection of priority issues for the committees and the Section for the next 3 to 5 years (Look out to 2012)

· To identify and discuss current and emerging trends that will or should affect the committee priorities, direction and alliances with other committees, associations, and organizations.
· To organize priorities of the committees within the Section into a small number of key themes to focus and coordinate the Data Section’s efforts in next 3-5 years.
· To explore ways to advance the visibility and communicate the value of Section activities and accomplishments.
Products

· Plan for the Data Section that supports and integrates the work of all of its committees.

· Charge to committees to evaluate their scopes and missions to support the shared Section vision.
· Specific committee initiatives to be implemented singly or in collaboration with other committees, associations, and/or public agencies (federal, states, or MPOs) to implement the vision.

· Section wide research problem statements.
· Consideration of a Section conference.

· Plans for ways to track trends and progress in data needs, methods, programs, and resources. This may include shared development of a periodic report on the state of transportation data, data progress, and critical needs.
· Summary report of the retreat.
Planning Committee

Ed Christopher, Chair, Data and Information Systems Section Retreat 
Jonette Kreideweis, AASHTO’s Standing Committee on Planning (SCOP) Data Task Force
Tom Palmerlee, TRB staff

Joseph Schofer, At-Large Member

Simon Washington, Chair, Committee on Statistical Methodology and Statistical Computer Software in Transportation (ABJ80)

Johanna Zmud, Chair, Data and Information Systems Section

General Mission of Committees


Identify research needs


Provide information to the transportation community on research priorities and procedures


Review papers for presentation and for publication


Encourage the incorporation of appropriate research findings into practice


Develop special programs, conferences, and workshops  








