IDENTIFICATION OF SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS (SIG)

Title:
Data Archiving and Retrieval Interest Group (DARIG)   (draft 5-14-02)
Why Needed:
Key aspects of many of the systems that make up ITS subsystems are the data that characterizes their operations.  The sharing of such data with other ITS functions is becoming more widespread.  The establishment of the Archived Data User Service as part of the National ITS Architecture gave recognition to the importance for the operators of such ITS functions to archive their data.  Archiving provides the operator and interested other stakeholders the opportunity to retrieve and use the data for a wide range of secondary applications.  There have been an increasing number of presentations and sessions at the ITS America Annual meetings and other similar conferences that deal with various aspects of such ITS data archiving and/or retrieval.  However, there also appears to be considerable and growing interest among practitioners in sharing experiences among data archive “developers” and “users” in a much more interactive way than that possible during a 15- minute conference speaker slot or even an hour and a half session.  

A SIG focused on ITS data archiving and retrieval could help organize and provide for various activities, such as half-day meetings or forums that could be held either in conjunction with the Annual Meeting and/or during other conferences or meetings.  Peer Exchanges are envisioned as one of the formats that would facilitate manageable and productive discussions.  A particular Peer Exchange could: (1) pick two or three subtopics related to ITS data archiving or retrieval, (2) have two or three “experts” from within the SIG talk about/present their approach, and then (3) lead a group discussion of other approaches or issues related to the subtopic at hand.  Summaries of key issues and finding could then be prepared and circulated to the wider SIG participants or lead to sessions at conferences.

Composition:
While a modest working group size of 15 to 20 people would help keep discussions manageable and productive, it is expected that at various times more people may be interested in participating in a particular SIG meeting.  Perhaps there could be a core-working group to plan activities but overall participation should be self-selecting.  

During the development of the Archived Data User Service it was recognized that there was a very widespread and diverse set of stakeholders interested in ITS data archiving and retrieval.  As such it can be expected that this SIG would be a full crosscutting activity across all of the new ITS America Forums.  Therefore, its composition ought to reflect that diversity but recognize that perhaps the most concentration of interest would come from participants in the Transportation Systems Operations and Planning Forum.  

SIG Leader:
Bob Winick (in the interim formation period)

Primary Forum:
Transportation Systems Operations and Planning

Secondary
Public Safety or Research and Academia

