Aet-TRB Workshop on data gaps and the benefits of addressing them


Workshop proposed for the European Transport Conference Wed 11th December 

Filling the gaps : missing data needed to support research and policy

While access to some forms of data has improved in many ways in the last decade, problems of private data holdings. and individual privacy have become more important. The rapid increase in ITS and other bulk data sources have largely overshadowed the numerous gaps that still exist in many areas where individual travel or freight movement are important. 

Transport issues have also become more complex, and links between different types of data have also become necessary, but many of these gaps have not yet been filled.

There are still very few data sources of high quality, coverage over time, and with sufficient detail to be used for a wide range of research and policy analyses. In the UK, the National Travel Survey is one such source, but necessarily cannot realistically cover many areas of transport and behaviour concern.  Consideration is being given to the role of major ‘model data sets’ or other gap filling proposals as part of an EPRSC (UK) Research project now being conducted by Napier University (mwigan@napier.ac.uk) and Imperial College London (j.polak@ic.ac.uk). The US DoT BTS also has a gap identification project in train. There are also efforts beginning in EU (eg. BRIDGES and SPOTLIGHT projects, and the AET Modelling Innovations Committee) and US (eg. the succession of TRB sessions organised by the TRB Subcommittee on urban Metadata) to address metadata issues as one of the means of enhancing the utility of what is currently held and collected.

Freight transport, commodity flow, distribution activities and the complicated nexus between supply chain management and vehicles on road and movements by other modes are particularly poorly covered in both data and modelling terms. This is also the subject of major work by the UK Government (DLTR).

A wjoint TRB-AET Workshop is proposed to identify key areas where fresh data collections or linkages are needed, and what they are needed for. The workshop can address and take advantage of differing emphases between USA, Canada, USA, Uk and other European countries. In each there are initiatives to address various major holes in the system from both policy/research and data sides. 

This Workshop will provide an excellent opportunity to identify common ground on need, methods and the potential benefits from the broader based global professional community addressing these issues.

Both TRB and AET organisers have been approached. AET have advised that Wed 11th – the last of the 3 days of the 2002 AET Conference in Cambridge UK – would be suitable. A room can be found and the clashes with the likely presenters already on the AET program are minimal all day. Either a half or a full day could be fitted in.

TRB has requested that a formal note be raised in this form, and that consideration could be given by TRB for a formal endorsement as a joint TRB-AET Workshop.

PTRC (the organisers of the AET Conference) have requested that the same formal request be forwarded to the Council of AET. Some pump-priming support has been identified in the UK

It is proposed that this outline proposal form part of the Agenda of the series of mid-year meetings of the TRB Data Committees, due to take place in Orlando on May 10th prior to the NATMEC Conference, and also be considered by the AET Modelling innovations Committee. 

Appropriate speakers should be identified to be approached by both organisations, and this provides an excellent opportunity to bring forward the dependence of data and effective research and policy outcomes in a manner that would contribute both to a TRB Research Problem Statement and to highlighting where the most effective investments in data might go from a highly informed research standpoint.

If a formal agreement to endorse and participate is received from both bodies then the organsiation of the Workshop would be led by Marcus Wigan (Napier University) and John Polak 

Marcus Wigan (m.wigan@napier.ac.uk, oxsys@optushome.com.au: http;//go.to/mwigan)

Chair TRB Subcommittee on urban Metadata, Member AET Modelling Innovations Committee
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