ABJ30 Committee on Urban Transportation Data and Information Systems
Monday, January 14, 2008, 7:30 PM - 9:30 PM 

State Room, Hilton Hotel

DRAFT Meeting Notes
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The meeting was called to order by Chairperson, Ed Christopher, at approximately 7:30 PM.  Current committee members, new members, friends of the committee and others introduced themselves.  The list of attendees is embedded at the end.
Reports

State of the Committee Chair Report
Chair Christopher reported that the agreement with the host agency for the Committee website will need to be reviewed.  Chuck Purvis, the previous Committee Chair, has maintained the website at his agency (MTC).  He will be retiring in 35 months and wants to make sure the Committee is able to find a new host as soon as possible to provide a smooth transition for the site.  
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Chair Christopher provided an analysis of the submitted and accepted papers.  The Committee received 33 papers.  Many were focused on travel time and speed.  Only 25% of the papers received can be submitted for publication.  While the Committee has one the lower paper acceptance rates, one of the papers accepted last year has been honored with the Wootan Award.  
The tradition is to have more than three reviewers for each paper, with many of the participating reviewers outside of the Committee membership list.  Another popular topic area was the use of cell phones for data collection.  Ed suggested forming a task force to focus strictly on the travel time and speed topics.  Congestion pricing analysis also uses travel time and speed data.  

Ed explained how he sorts and extracts the abstracts from the TRB paper database to facilitate the reviewing process.  It was suggested that this technique could be added to the functionality of the website. The spreadsheet can be shared with State DOTs for help in reviewing the papers.  

There was a question about the process for “re-reviewing” papers that were not accepted for presentation and/or publication.  Due to the strict time constraints, it is not possible to do extensive re-reviewing.  Authors are encouraged to attend to comments and submit the following year.  Ed explained how each Committee is allowed to schedule 2.2 sessions, not including poster sessions or workshops at the Annual Meeting.  There were 80 workshops on Sunday this year, filling all the available spaces.  The Committee sponsored 1 paper session and the annual Travel Data User Forum.  The paper call for LEHD did not generate any papers.

Membership

The TRB rules state that each member will have a term of three years, which can be renewed two additional terms, for a total of 9 years of service.  Ed noted the turnover of members.  Three members are remaining on the Committee, after being scheduled for retirement.  Catherine Lawson has been appointed Chair, Shawn Turner has been re-appointed to Chair the ADUS Subcommittee and Rich Margiotta has not actually completed 9 years of service due to his original appointment date.  …

The Census Subcommittee will have two new Co-Chairs, Clara Reschovsky and Kirsten Rohanna.  Chair Christopher plans to continue the listserv for members.  
The following new members will begin their membership on April 14, 2008:

Vladimir Livshits, Ph. D, M. Sc

System Analysis Program Manager

Maricopa Association of Governments

vlivshits@mag.maricopa.gov
Kristen Rohanna

Associate Research Analyst

San Diego Association of Governments (SANDAG)

kroh@sandag.org
Maren Outwater
Director of Data Systems and Analysis

Puget Sound Regional Council (PSRC)
MOutwater@psrc.org
Huiwei Shen

Systems Traffic Models

FDOT Systems Planning Office

Huiwei.Shen@dot.state.fl.us

Steve Taylor
Jacobs, Carter and Burgess, Inc.
Steve.Taylor@c-b.com
Young Member

Zhi-Jun (Tony) Qiu, Ph.D.

Research Associate

Wisconsin Traffic Operations and Safety Lab.

Department of Civil and Environmental Eng.

University of Wisconsin-Madison

qiuzhijun@wisc.edu

The Committee still has 3 slots available for new members.  Young members and International members are not counted towards the total of 25 members,  but for once we have reach our quota of 2 for young members.
Next year’s TRB theme will spotlight Energy and Global Climate Change.  

Johanna Zmud presented Chair Christopher with a special poster with all the names of Committee members.  Everyone thanked the Chair for his excellent contribution to the progress of the Committee during his term of Chair.
TRB Activities
Tom Palmerlee, TRB Senior Staff, announced the publishing decisions need to be submitted by January 25th.  At this time, the Committee also needs to recommend its best paper for the Wootan Award (based on the highest points scored during the review process).  

The Research Needs Database project is underway.  It is intended as a tool for communicating the research needs of each Committee to a broad audience on the web.  It has recorded 17000 hits.  It is anticipated that students, state DOTs, research directors and others are viewing the site.  

RITA/BTS Activities and Initiatives  
Tom Bolle, staff at RITA, announced that BTS has a new Director and Deputy Director.  Several staff members of BTS attended the Section Breakfast and shared their vision for BTS.  The Data Section Retreat scheduled for March 19th and 20th in Irvine, California, will further explore opportunities for our Committee and BTS to interact.  

Ed asked about the future of TranStats as this is an important portal for Committee members and friends.  It is anticipated that it will continue in some form.  BTS is producing a Strategic Plan.  
Data Section Retreat
Johanna Zmud announced the details of the upcoming Data Section Retreat.  It will call together the 11 Committee and Task Force Chairs to discuss the Data as an Asset.  At this time, at least 9 Chairs have committed to attend, although there are no funds available for travel.  Ed Christopher will chair the Retreat.  Committee members need to be thinking about what issues are most important to them and how best to send their message.
ABJ30(1) Subcommittee on Census Data  
Bob Sicko will be leaving the Committee and his position as Subcommitte Chair.  The Subcommittee will be meeting on Wednesday.  Clara and Kirsten will be co-chairing, as previously mentioned.  Topics of concern include the new TAZ geographies and continued support by AASHTO for census issues.  The American Community Survey guidebook has been published and is available on the website.  The draft proceedings from the Irvine Census conference have been assembled and are being reviewed. 

AFD30(1) Archived Data User Service Subcommittee  
Shawn Turner reported that the ADUS workshop on Sunday was a success.  There were approximately 30 people in attendance.  The Subcommittee reviewed 13 papers and recommended 3 for publication.  Eight will be presented at podium sessions and 4 will be presented as posters.  The Subcommittee met at lunch.  Topics for research were discussed, including imputation for missing data.  
FHWA Policy Information Office, NHTS  

Heather Contrino. provided an update on the National Household Travel Survey effort.  At this time, the list of states and MPOs interested in an add-on survey is encouraging.  There is still not enough funding available for the national survey.  There have been several efforts (e.g., AAA writing letters, an AASHTO resolution) to find the final $2.5 million dollars, including going to key senators for their help to convince the Secretary and Congress to help. 

There are some new items on the pilot survey instrument, including questions about occupation and seasonality, telecommuting, actual arrival times to work, the flexibility in work start times.  Information on the NHTS is available to their booth in the Exhibition Hall.  A DVD is available with trends data.  A special cell phone sample is planned to be tested for cell-only households.  The sampling frame for the survey will be similar to previous deployments.  Another question regarding households that report no travel will be asked to provide information with they last traveled.  
The survey will not ask if a car is specifically a hybrid, but will be able to determine this from the make and model information collected.  Details will be available in Appendix E regarding the coding issues.  

NCHRP and the Committee  
Lori Sundstrom provided handouts on current activities for NCHRP.  She announced the completion of the book on using the American Community Survey published by the Committee on National Statistics.  She reviewed other publications and discussed the use of webinars to disseminate information.  
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TRB Special Discussion Topic 

Data Retreat:  What issues are facing the Committee?
Chair Christopher and Johanna Zmud described the upcoming data retreat, to be held in Irvine, California on March 19th and 20th.  The purpose of this retreat is to have Committee Chairs meet to develop a unified vision for data.  Ed will be the Chair of this event.  He spoke about the need to get the big issues out on the table for discussion.  Each Committee has been tasked with suggesting at least three issues to the retreat can use a “bottom up” strategy for developing a vision.  This work will also jump start the review of the Committee’s strategic plan and prepare for the triennial review.  The scope of the issues should be over a three to five year horizon.  The following are ideas suggested for inclusion at the Retreat:  

· Confidentially:  How should we handle new types of data, such as GPS, that provides exact locations and may need to be made more “fuzzy” to protect survey participant’s privacy?
· How will we get travel survey data in cell phone only households as they might not be part of the original sampling frame?

· Are we prepared to deal with the new forms of data created by new types of data creation equipment (i.e., second by second GPS data streams)?

· Do we need new guidelines for new types of data?
· Are we collecting VMT data correctly to understand greenhouse gases?  
· Are we sharing operations data (e.g., archived ITS) is a form that makes it useful to members of the planning community?

· Do we need guidelines for air quality data that needs to focus on variation rather than averages?

· Do we need to review the rules used for “rolling up” data?
· Should there be different approaches depending on the sources and future uses of the data – or would the capture of second by second data be the foundation for all users to choose their own roll-up strategies to serve their own needs?
· Will future uses, such as microsimulation, be considered now to ensure data is not prematurely truncated in an effort to save on storage space?
· What new strategies can be expected for establishing origins and destinations (i.e., cell phones)?  
· Can the mantra of “data as an asset” be incorporated across the board – to improve data?

· Will the use of private sector providers of transportation services make the collection and sharing of needed data problematic?
· Is there a “standard” for data quality – or does it make a difference of how the data will be used and who will be using it?  
· Will current attention on Travel Demand Models (e.g., Special Report Session on Wednesday night) and attention on performance measures put pressure on the research community to provide new urban transportation data and information systems knowledge?  

· What impact with the aging of the population and changes in life style make on the needs for urban transportation data?

· What impact will the desire to use tolls for financing roadways have on the need for collecting urban transportation data?

· How will the continued focus on immigration and demographic factors impact urban transportation data programs?

· What new or continuing pressures will transportation planners face regarding the need for funding infrastructure maintenance and providing new infrastructure features?

· How can we support the data needs of MPOs (i.e., webinar instruction)?

Committee members, friends and interested parties can email more ideas for topics to consider at the retreat to Johanna, the Retreat Chair, Ed Christopher, or the Committee Secretary (incoming Chair) Catherine Lawson.

Committee Strategic Plan
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Catherine Lawson handed out a preliminary draft of a strategy plan for the Committee to review.  The language, structure, and form of the strategic plan needs to be reviewed by each member, including the action plan items.  More work will need to be done to prepare for the triennial report, as it reflects the elements of the strategic plan.  
The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 PM.     
Additional Committee Concerns to be included in the Data Retreat:

· “Public versus Private data courses (e.g., INRIX travel speeds, GPS private fleet data, NAVTEK )
· Licensing costs, data ownership and costs

· GPS confidentiality

· Establishing data research centers 

· Establishing GPS data archives
· The whole notion of confidentiality and suppression issues are bigger than just GPS.  It is a constant issue facing our census data.

· Exploring new technical approaches like synthesizing, transferability and creating data sets by fusing (e.g., LEHD).  New approaches bring new issues and concerns to the data.

· Data accessibility is also an issue, in addition to confidentiality, there are issues associated with “locking down data sets” for all sorts of reasons.
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Meeting Agenda


Monday, January 14, 2008, 7:30 PM - 9:30 PM


State Room, Hilton Hotel



7:30 – 7:34
 Call to Order  Ed Christopher



7:35 – 7:44
 Introductions  All


7:45 – 7:49
TRB Talk  Tom Palmerlee


7:50 – 8:09
State of the Committee, Chair Report  Ed Christopher


8:10 – 8:14
ABJ30(1) Subcommittee on Census Data  Bob Sicko



8:15 – 8:24
AFD30(1) Archived Data User Service Subcommittee  Shawn Turner


8:25 – 8:29
BTS Activities and Initiatives  Thomas Bolle



8:30 – 8:34
FHWA Policy Information Office, NHTS  Heather Contrino


8:35 – 8:44
NCHRP and the Committee  Lori Sundstrom


8:45 – 9:14
TRB Special Discussion Topic  Ed Christopher and All



What issues are facing the committee?


9:15 – 9:19
Committee Strategic Plan, Catherine Lawson


9:20 - 9:20
Transfer of the Gavel



9:30 
 
Adjourn



Midyear Meeting  Washington DC,  August 6 - 8, 2008 in conjunction with NATMEC









Reviewers

   Used 82 Different Reviewers

   19 Committee members (25%)

   63 Outside People (75%)



   1.4 Papers per Reviewer

      8 Papers on Cell Phones

    17 Dealing with Travel Time

      8 Various other topics, driver

         simulator, AVO, data

         sharing

Reviewed 33 papers

Accepted 8 for Presentation  (24%)

Of those 3 for Publication  (9%)



118 Reviews Assigned

Ave 3.5 Reviews per Paper

	21 had 3 reviews

	 9 had 4 reviews

	 3 had 5+ reviews

Paper Review Process 2008







      8 Papers on Cell Phones

    17 Dealing with Travel Time

      8 Various other topics, driver

         simulator, AVO, data

         sharing








Identification of Traffic Profile Scheme from Operational Data
Strategies for Evaluating the Usefulness of Cellular Probe Traffic Data in Representing Aggregate Traffic 
Conditions on Freeways
A Large-Scale Empirical Investigation of Link Travel Time Variablity On Urban Freeways and Arterials in 
Congested Conditions
Study on Space and Time Distribution Characteristics of Floating Car Data Based on Large Samples: A 
Case study of Shenzhen China
Identifying Spatial and Temporal Congestion Characteristics using Passive Mobile Phone Data
Flow Rate Estimation from Probe Vehicle Data and Sample Size Requirements
A Bi-level Approach To Estimating Origin-destination Trip Matrices From Mobile Phone Data Preserving 
The Structure Of Prior Matrices Information
On the Relationship between Transit~{!/~}s Usual and Actual Mode Shares
Sensor Locations on a Network to Predict Travel Times 
Real Time Transportation Mode Detection via Tracking GPS Mobile Devices
An Interactive Tool for Collecting Traveler Behavior Information
A Good Indicator to Represent Urban Travel Time Variability
Evaluation of Cellular Probe Data in Travel Information System
Characterizing Traffic Flow Characteristics during Weather Events
Travel Time Reliability Model on Freeways
Short Term Travel Time Prediction for Urban Arterials
Estimating Running Time on Urban Streets – An Empirical Approach
A Model for the Prediction of Occurrence of Unstable Flow on Congested Freeways
Toward Understanding and Reducing Errors in Real-Time Estimation of Travel Times
Link Travel Time Estimation at Signalized Road Segments with Floating Car Data
Quantifying and measuring travel time reliability for in-vehicle navigation systems
Methods to Evaluate the Performance of Cellular-based Traffic Monitoring Technologies - Based on a 
Case Study of Cellint's TrafficSense 
Impacts of Traffic Accidents on Travel Time Reliability of Freeways Corridors
Comparative Study on GPS and Cellular Probe Techniques for Freeway Travel Speed Estimations 
Short-Term Traffic Forecasting Using Airborne Traffic Measurements
Developing Quality Measures for Evaluating Travel Time Estimation Methods
Field Survey of Average Vehicle Occupancy Rates in Miami-Dade County, Florida
Regional Strategic Data Assessment & Strategy: Application of Emergent Technologies and Dynamic 
Information Sharing for the New York Metropolitan Transportation Council 
Buses as Probes on Urban Streets: Location-at-Time Data versus Time-at-Location Data 
Development of a Prototype Information System for Estimating Average Vehicle Occupancies from Traffic 
Accident Records 
Efficient Link Travel Time Estimation for Signalized Link by Small Size Probe Reports 
Design and Initial Implementation of an Inductive Signature-Based Real-Time Traffic Performance 
Measurement System 
Operational Field Test: Macroscopic Traffic State Estimation For Large Scale Freeway Network Using 
Wireless Network Data
Work and Home Location: Possible role of Social Networks
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TRB Data and Information Systems Section Retreat


The TRB Data and Information Systems Section is composed of 11 committees and one task force.  The missions of these units range from a focus on transportation data and data-related research to the development and application of information systems and technologies for transportation.   This Section is among the larger and more diverse among the TRB Groups.  While all committees within the Section share some commonality of mission, the challenges and our ability to meet them varies greatly.  To be effective, the Section needs to work together.  We need to strengthen our individual and collective effectiveness at identifying and advocating for data and information research needs.  And, we can do it through a more coordinated, cohesive and collective effort.  It is to this end that we are bringing the committee chairs together for a retreat. 

Purpose


A retreat is planned for the Section’s leadership to develop a shared 3-5 year vision for identifying transportation data and information system needs, opportunities, and actions, and to clarify how our committees can - individually or jointly - best advance that shared vision and communicate its value to others in the profession and to policymakers.  Today’s complex transportation challenges are substantial and varied, requiring integrated and coordinated responses to meet the information needs for effective planning and policy making; fragmentation of data sources and information systems has been a barrier to good transportation planning and management.

This retreat will provide an opportunity for seasoned committee chairs to share experiences and wisdom for defining and carrying out committee missions.  For new chairs, it will be an opportunity to understand the interrelationships among the committees, and to identify ways to focus committee activities.  For all participants, the retreat will help define the Data Section and its committees as the focal point for data issues for the larger TRB community, and as a source of leadership and support for transportation data programs, analysis tools, applications, and idea sharing.  When the retreat is over, we expect to have produced a focused vision of the collective needs, issues and concerns of committees within the Section, along with strategies and best practices for communicating the value of committee activities.


Participants


· Data section committees (chairs or representatives)


· At-large Data Section members and friends (e.g., AASHTO)


Meeting Objectives


· To provide a forum for discussion and selection of priority issues for the committees and the Section for the next 3 to 5 years (Look out to 2012)


· To identify and discuss current and emerging trends that will or should affect the committee priorities, direction and alliances with other committees, associations, and organizations.

· To organize priorities of the committees within the Section into a small number of key themes to focus and coordinate the Data Section’s efforts in next 3-5 years.

· To explore ways to advance the visibility and communicate the value of Section activities and accomplishments.

Products


· Plan for the Data Section that supports and integrates the work of all of its committees.


· Charge to committees to evaluate their scopes and missions to support the shared Section vision.

· Specific committee initiatives to be implemented singly or in collaboration with other committees, associations, and/or public agencies (federal, states, or MPOs) to implement the vision.


· Section wide research problem statements.

· Consideration of a Section conference.


· Plans for ways to track trends and progress in data needs, methods, programs, and resources. This may include shared development of a periodic report on the state of transportation data, data progress, and critical needs.

· Summary report of the retreat.

Planning Committee


Ed Christopher, Chair, Data and Information Systems Section Retreat 

Jonette Kreideweis, AASHTO’s Standing Committee on Planning (SCOP) Data Task Force

Tom Palmerlee, TRB staff


Joseph Schofer, At-Large Member


Simon Washington, Chair, Committee on Statistical Methodology and Statistical Computer Software in Transportation (ABJ80)


Johanna Zmud, Chair, Data and Information Systems Section


General Mission of Committees



Identify research needs



Provide information to the transportation community on research priorities and procedures



Review papers for presentation and for publication



Encourage the incorporation of appropriate research findings into practice



Develop special programs, conferences, and workshops  
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		26		Thakuriah		Piyushimjita		Piyushimita (Vonu) Thakuriah		vonu-pt@uic.edu		YES		Professor		University of Illinois at Chicago		Suite 340		412 S. Peoria		Chicago		IL		60607		312-355-0447		312-413-0006								1/14/08
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DRAFT OF SAMPLE GOALS & OBJECTIVES

TRB ABJ30


Committee Goals and Implementation Strategies


January  2008

Scope:

This committee is interested in the design, collection, analysis, and reporting of transportation supply and demand data needed to support urban and metropolitan transportation planning efforts.  In particular, the committee is interested in developing the data requirements of new and innovative techniques for measuring and monitoring the performance of metropolitan transportation systems; and in evaluating changes in demographic and urban travel characteristics.  In terms of household and other transportation surveys, the committee is concerned with the analysis, reporting, archiving, and dissemination of results and data products.  The committee is interested in the effective use of census and other federal, secondary data sources in metropolitan transportation planning.  The committee is concerned with advancements in information systems and information technology for the improved dissemination and sharing of knowledge about metropolitan transportation systems and urban travel behavior.


Committee Goals:


Goal #1:  Provide a national forum for the continuing identification and prioritization of research on urban and metropolitan transportation “supply and demand” data, inputs needed for and outputs created from information systems and the dissemination of research findings.  

Strategies:


a) Provide active assistance to the National Research Council in developing a prioritized listing of urban and metropolitan transportation “supply and demand” data research problem statements that address the emphasis areas identified for this Committee.


b) Encourage the active participation of Committee members and friends on national cooperative research councils including NCHRP, TCHRP and other relevant research panels for studies of interest to the Committee.


c) Recommend publication of significant urban and metropolitan “supply and demand” data research papers in the Transportation Research Records;


d) Conduct at least one paper session at each annual meeting;


e) Task each Committee member with identifying emerging urban transportation data and information systems issues, future areas of concern and opportunities for new research, and with sharing this information through the Committee’s communication network;


f) Continue to develop the Committee website devoted to Committee activities and research in topic areas. 


Goal #2:  Continue to prepare for and conduct relevant and valuable gatherings of the Committee members and friends.  The Committee shall meet at least twice per year in association with TRB annual meeting in January and in a mid-year business meeting.  These activities provide a strong focus for the Committee and should be continued.  


Strategies:


a) Strive to identify important and timely workshop and presentation topics that advance the Committee’s efforts to promote areas of emphasis.


b) Work with TRB to ensure desired paper sessions are featured in the annual meeting agenda;


c) Form and task a mid-year Workshop Subcommittee with identifying a suitable host location and agenda for each mid-year meeting and work with other relevant committees to increase synergy across topics;


d) To the degree possible, conduct the Committee’s mid-year meeting in a different region of the country each year to gain greater national exposure and support for the work of the Committee;


e) The Committee Chair shall be responsible for moderating all business meeting sessions or delegating this responsibility to another member of the Committee;


f) The Chair shall assign responsibility to a Committee member or friend for recording minutes for each meeting and submitting an electronic version to the Chair as soon as possible (preferably within two weeks of completion of the meeting).


g) The Chair shall be responsible for preparing and transmitting final business meeting reports to TRB within 45 days of the completion of each meeting.  Copies of the reports shall also be sent to each member and friend of the Committee.  


h) Copies of all reports of the proceedings of the annual and mid-year business meetings shall be retained by the Section Chair for use in preparation of the ABJ30 Triennial Self Evaluation Report.


Goal #3:  Maintain an active organization that supports the mission of TRB Section ABJ00 and ABJ30.  The Committee shall utilize one or more subcommittees to carry out its overall functions and responsibilities.  Subcommittees will be created to address ongoing or emerging issues to the Committee as a whole.


Strategies:


a) The Committee Chair shall be responsible for creating or dissolving subcommittees with input from the members present at the annual or mid-year business meeting;


b) The Committee Chair shall appoint a current committee member to be the chairperson to oversee the activities of each subcommittee;


c) Each subcommittee shall be tasked with creating its own set of goals and objectives that support the overall goals of the Committee;


d) The Committee Chair shall ensure that the Committee members conduct Committee and subcommittee business meetings at each annual and mid-year meeting;


e) Each subcommittee shall be tasked with reporting at the annual meeting on the accomplishments made through the proceeding year and activities planning for the succeeding year.


Goal #4: Expand and formalize the Committee liaison program.  Many members of ABJ30 are also members or friends of other TRB Committees (or similar communities in other organizations).  The research and other activities of these groups can be of valuable assistance to ABJ30 in achieving out Committee goals and our activities may be of similar value to them.  A closer liaison should be encouraged and formalized to improve on the existing communications between these groups.


Strategies:


a) A listing of all appropriate TRB and other regional and national committees and groups shall be established and maintained;


b) To the degree possible, one or more ABJ30 members shall be assigned as liaisons to each identified group;


c) Liaisons shall be tasked with responsibility for reporting on important external group activities through the Committee’s website or at mid-year meetings.


d) Liaisons shall actively promote joint activities that support the Committee’s areas of interest and bring these activities to the attention of the full Committee.


Goal #5: Maintain a geographically and organizationally diverse Committee membership of well-qualified, highly motivated individuals.  The Committee actively seeks diversity in its organization by striving to ensure the participation of members drawn form a variety of federal, state and local government agencies, academia, public interests, private enterprises (including consultant sector), and the general public.  Broad geographical distribution of members, including international participation, is an important element in achieving the desired diversity.


Strategies:


a) Form and task a Steering Subcommittee with annually reviewing the membership roster and identifying potential problems or concerns with membership numbers, terms or levels of participation;


b) Task the Steering Subcommittee with reporting on the status of the Committee membership at each mid-year meeting of the Committee.  The report should include identification of any interest group or geographical membership gaps, term limit concerns and participation issues.


c) Task each additional subcommittee with responsibility for identifying highly qualified potential members and forwarding names and resumes to the Steering Subcommittee;


d) Charge each member of the Committee with volunteering a minimum of 40 hours per year toward supporting Committee activities such as reviewing or preparing technical papers, chairing or serving on a subcommittee, serving as a liaison to another TRB or similar organization committee, or actively participating in  the annual and mid-year meeting programs.

2008 Goals, Strategies and Action Items

Goal #1:  Provide a national forum for the continuing identification and prioritization of research on urban and metropolitan transportation “supply and demand” data, inputs needed for and outputs created from information systems  and the dissemination of research findings.  

g) Provide active assistance to the National Research Council in developing a prioritized list of urban and metropolitan transportation “supply and demand” data research problem statements that address the emphasis areas identified for this Committee.


		Item No.

		Action Items




		Implementer(s)

		Activity

		Time Frame

		Completion



		1.1a

		Review previously identified emphasis areas from Millennium Document (see Item 1 Review of Previously Identified Areas of Interest 

		Each Committee member

		Comment on each identified area – self identify interested parties for each retained area

		January 14, 2008

		January 14, 2008





b) Encourage the active participation of Committee members and friends on national cooperative research councils including NCHRP, TCHRP and other relevant research panels for studies of interest to the Committee.


		Item No.

		Action Items




		Implementer(s)

		Activity

		Time Frame

		Completion



		1.1b

		Make an active list of National Cooperative Research Councils and other funding agencies to target

		New Subcommittee

		Identify current funding and near-term funding opportunities

		Mid-year

		Annual





ITEM 1.1b – LIST OF NATIONAL COOPERATIVE RESEARCH COUNCILS

		Council Name

		Previous topics & success

		Comments



		NCHRP

		

		



		TCRP

		

		



		

		

		



		

		

		





c)
Recommend publication of significant urban and metropolitan “supply and demand” data research papers in the Transportation Research Records;


		Item No.

		Action Items




		Implementer(s)

		Activity

		Time Frame

		Completion



		1.1c

		Encourage papers for presentation and publications

		Utilize Committee members and larger community (Ed’s list) to review papers for presentation and publication 

		Review papers and encourage modifications to increase likelihood of publication

		January - July

		August





d) Conduct at least one paper session at each annual meeting;


		Item No.

		Action Items




		Implementer(s)

		Activity

		Time Frame

		Completion



		1.1d

		Contact all members for ideas for paper calls following discussion of topics at annual meeting

		Chair/Secretary

		Email/list-serv

		January - February

		March – for Retreat





e) Task each Committee member with identifying emerging urban transportation data and information systems issues, future areas of concern and opportunities for new research, and with sharing this information through the Committee’s communication network;


		Item No.

		Action Items




		Implementer(s)

		Activity

		Time Frame

		Completion



		1.1e

		Create a matrix of member expertise and interest and ask for contributions to researchable topics

		All members, friends and interested parties

		Kick-off dialogues via email/list-serv

		January - February

		March – for Retreat





f) Continue to develop the Committee website devoted to Committee activities and research in topic areas. 


		Item No.

		Action Items




		Implementer(s)

		Activity

		Time Frame

		Completion



		1.1f

		Review Website and suggest updates and ownership issues

		Volunteer organization

		Review and commit to maintenance

		All Year

		Annual review





Goal #2:  Continue to prepare for and conduct relevant and valuable gatherings of the Committee members and friends.  


a) 
Strive to identify important and timely workshop and presentation topics that advance the Committee’s efforts to promote areas of emphasis.


		Item No.

		Action Items




		Implementer(s)

		Activity

		Time Frame

		Completion



		2.1a

		Make a list of available meetings, including other TRB Committee meetings for Committee interests

		All members

		Email/List Serve

		All Year

		Annual Meeting Report 2009



		2.2a

		Identify items in Goal #1 not covered in available meetings 

		All members

		Email/List Serve

		All Year

		All Year



		2.3a

		Form plan of action of future workshops and meetings

		New Subcommittee

		Planning with TRB staff

		All Year

		All Year





Goal #4: Expand and formalize the Committee liaison program.  


a)   A listing of all appropriate TRB and other regional and national committees and groups shall be established and maintained


		Item No.

		Action Items




		Implementer(s)

		Activity

		Time Frame

		Completion



		4.1a

		Identify TRB Committees involved in the “supply” of urban and metropolitan transportation – make contact with Chair(s)

		New Subcommittee

		

		January - March

		April



		4.2a

		Identify TRB Committees involved in the “demand” of urban and metropolitan transportation – make contact with Chair(s)

		New Subcommittee

		

		January - March

		April



		4.3a

		Identify TRB Committees involved in areas related to areas of interest of the Committee – make contact with Chair(s) 

		New Subcommittee

		

		January - March

		April





Goal #5:  Maintain a geographically and organizationally diverse Committee membership of well-qualified, highly motivated individuals.  


a)  Form and task a Steering Subcommittee with annually reviewing the membership roster and identifying potential problems or concerns with membership numbers, terms or levels of participation


		Item No.

		Action Items




		Implementer(s)

		Activity

		Time Frame

		Completion



		1

		Rotation Task 

		Chair

		Contact each member for renewal, retirement - appoint new members

		

		Annual Meeting Report 2008



		2

		Maintain database of members’ areas of expertise and interest

		Chair/Members provide information from 1.1e

		Email/ list-serv

		January - February

		March - for Retreat and beyond



		3

		Actively contact appropriate members for agenda items for upcoming meetings

		Chair

		Email/list-serv

		All Year

		All Year





ITEM 1 – REVIEW OF PREVIOUSLY IDENTIFIED AREAS OF INTEREST


		Topic Area

		Retain? (Y/N)

		Member(s) - Comments



		Using census data in transportation planning

		

		



		Monitoring traffic and transit systems

		

		



		Using ITS-generated data in planning

		

		



		Using household survey data in describing traveler characteristics and metropolitan travel patterns

		

		



		Combining data sources

		

		



		Studying issues of privacy and confidentiality

		

		



		Creating standards for meta-data (data about data) and meta-analysis (comparative data analyses)

		Less where

		



		

		

		



		Issues with Continuous Data

		

		



		Continuous Census Data (American Community Survey)

		

		



		Continuous Personal Travel Data – surveys

		

		



		Archiving IT Data for Planning and other Applications

		

		



		

		

		



		GPS and Other Technologies

		

		



		Use of global positioning systems and other technologies in urban transportation data

		

		



		

		

		



		Small Area Land Use and Socioeconomic Data

		

		



		

		

		



		Privacy and Data Ownership Concerns

		

		



		

		

		



		Information from Data
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Meeting Agenda

Monday, January 14, 2008, 7:30 PM - 9:30 PM

State Room, Hilton Hotel


7:30 – 7:34
 Call to Order  Ed Christopher


7:35 – 7:44
 Introductions  All

7:45 – 7:49
TRB Talk  Tom Palmerlee

7:50 – 8:09
State of the Committee, Chair Report  Ed Christopher

8:10 – 8:14
ABJ30(1) Subcommittee on Census Data  Bob Sicko


8:15 – 8:24
AFD30(1) Archived Data User Service Subcommittee  Shawn Turner

8:25 – 8:29
BTS Activities and Initiatives  Thomas Bolle


8:30 – 8:34
FHWA Policy Information Office, NHTS  Heather Contrino

8:35 – 8:44
NCHRP and the Committee  Lori Sundstrom

8:45 – 9:14
TRB Special Discussion Topic  Ed Christopher and All


What issues are facing the committee?

9:15 – 9:19
Committee Strategic Plan, Catherine Lawson

9:20 - 9:20
Transfer of the Gavel


9:30 
 
Adjourn


Midyear Meeting  Washington DC,  August 6 - 8, 2008 in conjunction with NATMEC




